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retain a large measure of the polygamous instinct is to

wilfully shut one’s eyes to facts. Woman, on the other hand,
is essentially a monogamous being, and it is probably largely
owing to this fact that monogamous marriage prevails among
civilised peoples. The human race, I take it, is now passing
from a polygamous to a strictly monogamous era. At the

present time there is a clashing of opposing instincta, with
much resulting social disaster, but in process of time we may
expect the monogamous instinct in man to be as powerful as
in some of the lower animals. Now the emotion of jealousy is
playing a large part in afEecting this consummation, for
although when inordinately developed in the woman it may
actually drive the man to inconstancy by causing a constant
breach of peace at home it for the most part operates in the
opposite direction, for if the woman were indifferent to the
man’s inconstancy the path of inconstancy would be made
easier for him than would otherwise be the case. Woman’s
jealousy is, in fact, a tremendous social power and one
which has been strangely overlooked by the sociologist. As
showing its extreme frequency, I may mention the fact that
a. barber’s assistant recently informed me that he did not
intend to marry; he had, so he said, seen too much of married
life in others to be greatly disposed to embark upon it
himself, for in all the five families in which he had lived as
assistant the wife had been a veritable Mrs. Snags by.
The subject of jealousy is equally interesting from the

psychological standpoint. I have never been able to under-
stand its mode of evolution; we seem to be as ignorant in
this respect as we are of the evolution of the artistic tempera-
ment, neither of which can have evolved by natural selection.
Is it not a remarkable fact, I may here ask, that one person
should be so greedy for the sole love of another ? ? I do not
mean physical love, but love of any kind. If men had
reached the highest ethical standard they would presumably
all love one another equally. Must we not regard the inability
of one individual to intensely love more than one or two
others as a psychological defect ? ? Nevertheless it is a defect
which many a noble character would not willingly see
corrected. This is one of the many arguments which could
be advanced in favour of the view that man in his present
stage of psychic evolution is imperfectly equipped for a realm
of perfect bliss and requires to pass through a series of
higher and higher evolutions before attaining to his highest
destiny.
Nor are the phenomena of jealousy less interesting from a

medical point of view. The inordinate development of this
emotion always betokens a neurotic diathesis and not in-
frequently indicates the on-coming of insanity. It is

responsible for much useless suffering and not a little actual
disease, as Dr. O’Neill does not fail to point out.

T nm Sirs vnnra ffiitbfiillv.

Wimpole-street, Jan. 22nd, 1898. HARRY CAMPBELL.

ST. JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The St. John Ambulance Association propose to
institute a course of home hygiene and in place of making
ase of the assistance of a qualified medical man to lecture
have made regulations for the examination of I secretaries
and executive officers of centres and class secretaries, the
clergy, school teachers, county council lecturers, and all
who are willing to occupy a portion of their time in spreading
useful knowledge" for lecturers’ certificates. It is further
stated that the attendance at a course of lectures before
examination for a lecturer’s certificate is not compulsory."
The course consists of ten lectures of an hour and a half
each and the honorarium is the magnificent sum of E5. I
hope that a decided stand will be made by all branches
against this innovation, which is a departure from the rule
of the Association only to employ registered medical men. IThe branch of which I am chairman has sent the following
resolution to the head office and I hope that others will Ifollow our lead.-I am, Sirs. vours. faithfullv.

BERTRAM M. H. ROGERS,
Chairman of the Bristol Centre of the St. John

Clifton, Feb. 2nd, 1898. Ambulance Association.

Bristol Centre St. John Ambulance Association.
The Executive Committee think that the proposed employment of

lecturers other than medical men, who have always hitherto officiated
in that capacity, to conduct classes in hygiene in connexion with the
Home Hygiene course is much to be deprecated and cannot be done
without loss of prestige to the St. John Ambulance Association.

TITLES OF BOOKS PUBLISHED 1890-1897.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,-We are preparing to publish early in the spring
Volume V. of the "English Catalogue of Books," 1890-1897.
As we wish to make it as complete as possible may we ask
those of your readers who have published books between
Jan. lst, 1890, and Dec. 31st, 1897, for the full titles, sizes,
prices, month and year of publication, and author’s and
publisher’s names, to be sent as soon as possible, addressed
to Editor, " English Catalogue of Books " ? ?

We are. Sirs. vour obedient servants.

SAMPSON Low, MARSTON & Co., Limited.
St. Dunstan’s House, Fetter-lane, London.

P.S.-Particulars of books which have already appeared in
the annual volumes of the English Catalogue of Books 

"

are of course not required.

THE PLAGUE IN INDIA.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

WHILE plague is raging with all fierceness in Bombay an
unfortunate difference in policy seems to actuate the

municipal body and the Plague Committee. Last year
when the outbreak assumed such large dimensions practi-
cally all sanitary measures for dealing with the disease
were taken out of the hands of the municipality and
a Plague Committee was formed with full powers for

dealing with it. This committee has elaborated a great
organisation for inspection, disinfection, and segregation,
but the disease still holds sway and the recrudescence now

existing seems to exceed in virulence and extent the original
outbreak. During the interval the preventive inoculation
of M. Haffkine has been largely practised at Mora, Damaun,
Kirkee, and Lanowli. The results have proved extremely
satisfactory. On the strength of these the municipality is
actively moving and has established six inoculating
stations, while curiously enough the Plague Committee has
taken no action at all on this line. and even refuse to devote
any of its funds to this purpose. This want of union
at a time of disaster is most lamentable. As a scientific
tactical move the municipality has scored, because there is
little reason to doubt that the successful results of inocula-
tion will be repeated, while the Plague Committee has tied
itself to the extremely difficult work of discovery of cases and
segregation of contacts, which is not only most unpopular but
can hardly be said up to date to have produced any favour-
able results whatever. Meanwhile the deaths in Bombay
number nearly 1000 over the usual weekly average, the
rate being 81-18 per 1000 as against the average death-
rate of 4359 per 1000. The registration of deaths
is very unsatisfactory. The attendants at the cemetery
are permitted to accept any cause of death which
may be stated by the friends with the result that all
sorts of diseases are registered instead of plague, in con-
sequence of the systematic resort to ’concealment and the
deception which is so largely practised. The only guide
thus left is the amount of the total mortality above the
average. It is proposed, however, to give the committee
power to compel registration of death with the district
medical officers.
In most places other than Bombay the plague seems on the

decline. The city of Poona, which was so devastated not
only by the primary outbreak last spring but by the
recrudescence in the later period of the year, is now rapidly
clearing itself and measures are being taken to disinfect all
those who return to the city after their flight during the past
year. For this purpose a cordon is placed round the city
with disinfecting sheds at the chief road entrances and also
at the station.
Jan. 14th.

AT the meeting of the Newport Board of
Guardians held on Jan. 25th it was decided to take steps to
obtain a loan of &pound;38,000 for the reconstruction of the
workhouse.


